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For today’s lesson, I taught the lesson “Tricky Triangles”. I worked with two different students for the anticipatory set. It seemed like they had a difficult time seeing the difference between using the Pythagorean Theorem and using trigonometric functions. When asked what the student thinks they should do first. Most of them figured out they should use the Pythagorean Theorem, but didn’t know how to find the angles inside the triangle or how to use the trigonometric functions to find the angles. Even after SOHCAHTOA was addressed or introduced, the students had a difficult time solving for the angle. A little more guidance was needed to be given. At one point I set up the equation for Sine, to find a particular angle, and asked the student to show me which side of the triangle would be opposite the angle and which side is considered the hypotenuse. The student then pointed to the hypotenuse as the opposite side and another angle in the triangle as the hypotenuse. At this point I got a blank sheet of paper and drew out a large triangle and labeled each part of the triangle in reference to angle a, as the angle we want to find. We went through the problem piece by piece and it seemed like he began to understand. After a bit we were able to start the practice exercises. But I was only able to work through the first example with the student before time expired. I thought that this lesson would be a good review for the students, but seemed more like the first time any of them had seen trigonometric functions. If we had more time or another day to work on the problems, I think the students would grasp the concept better.
