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Today’s lesson was on angles and the angle sum theory.  This lesson went pretty smooth with the students.  Most of the students had basic knowledge about angular relationships but they couldn’t put the right word with the definition or example.  For example the students knew that a straight line would create a 180-degree angle and a two perpendicular lines with an angle denoted by a square equals 90 degrees.  But, the students had a hard time figuring out what the name of these angles is, supplementary and complimentary.  This was the hardest part was getting the students to be able to associate a drawing or definition with the right mathematical term.


To help out the students to recall the proper term for the drawing and examples we showed them simple hints that could be in the drawings.  For an equilateral or isosceles triangles the dashes through the sides denote that the sides are equal.  So after showing this example for an equilateral triangle the students were able to pick out the isosceles triangle.  Then the last term we had left was the scalene triangle with 1,2,and 3 hash marks on the 3 different sides.  The students started to ask questions if the different number of hashed denote different lengths for the sides.  Thus, the students determined all the sides were of different length and the last term left was scalene so they discovered a scalene triangle.  Then we went on to explain the triangle angle sum theory. We asked the students what they knew about all the angles in a triangle and what they added up to and they came up with their own definition


Through out the lesson I would ask the students when they were having trouble what do you know about this angle or the sum of these angles.  This would always get the students thinking and coming up with their own conjectures and allowing them to actually grasp the subject.  When we were looking for a missing angle I would ask the students what do we know.  We got into a pattern where the students would come up with the sum of all the angles by observing the example like if it was a triangle with one missing angle the students knew the sum of the angles would be 180.  Then I would ask how would u solve for the missing angle and the student came up with the correct procedure of subtracting the two given angles from 180.


I found that the kids were more engaged and seemed to be getting the most progress when there was direct orientation.  The students needed some guidance but not the answers.  Most of the students just need to get the ball rolling and then they are fine. 

