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I believe that this week’s component of teaching at Lafayette High School went better than last week.  Each student had more individualized attention rather than a group of seven of us surrounding the student.  The students were more willing to participate in the lesson because of this.  A lesson plan is only as good as the student’s participation in it.  Unfortuneatly, with time constraints, we didn’t get as far into the lesson plan as we would have liked to.


On Thursday, we were given a lesson plan on using Trigonometry to find the length of a missing side of a triangle given an angle.  Trigonometry can be a scary subject for many students.  Before we began, we had to make sure that the students understood the terminology used.  Words like hypotenuse, adjacent, and hypotenuse are crucial to using “SOH CAH TOA”, so it was important to assess their prior knowledge.  We were able to engage the students more actively because at one point, there was one student for every one of us in our group.

One way I would have made the lesson more engaging would have been through the use of a calculator with trigonometric functions on it.  That way students could have done the actual calculations required for more advanced problems.  It is difficult even for  us to remember what the sine of 40 degrees is (for example).


After the past two weeks of seeing how our lesson plans work in the setting we have, I believe a shorter, but more concise lesson plan should be in order.  As I stated before, our time is short.  I have kept this in mind when developing my lesson plan so that I can best utilize both the student’s time and my time.

