
This week I only had to go to Lafayette on Wednesday.  This was my first experience with the students actually being in class.  I would have to say that it was exactly what I expected it to be.  After hearing from Mr. Kestler last week that many of these students were learning disabled, and form other student’s journals, I knew that many of the lessons were not going to be completed to the fullest.  So I did a few things to ensure that what I did have the chance to teach the students would be meaningful.  The first thing that I tried to do was pick out the most meaningful parts of the lessons.  In the case of this week I felt that the definitions of the triangles and how to find missing angles in the triangles.  I also included the answer sheet at the end of the packet.  This was for the students just incase the students took the initiative to complete the packet on their own.  

So now onto what happened today at the school.  Shannon and I started out with one student.  I did the anticipatory set with the one girl.  She understood most everything once I read the words to her.  I also showed her a trick to remembering complimentary and supplementary angles.  I showed her that if you draw a line through the first letter of each word the c becomes a 9 and the s becomes an 8.  Hopefully this will help her remember definitions of the two.  Next Shannon started the body of the lesson.  


While she was doing that another student was added to our group.  I did the anticipatory set with him the same way that I did it with the girl.  By the time that we had finished that I had about 5 minutes left.  We worked on basic algebraic equation and how to solve them for triangles, complimentary and supplementary angels.  The boy that I was working with had trouble understanding that he had to subtract to isolate the ‘x’ variable. 


All and all it went alright.  It put into perspective how I should design my lesson plans.  It also showed me that I get frustrated easily and need to find better methods to convey mathematical ideas to students who do not understand.   
