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Since this was my first time at Lafayette, I had a misconception of what was going to happen.  I thought I would be paired up with another MED 308 classmate co-teaching a lesson to a large group of students.  But upon walking into room 110 at Lafayette High School I realized that I would never teach a large group of students but instead provide 1 on 1 help to students who were coming because they wanted to pass the Math A exam.  Unfortunately, there were a total of five students who came for help both Tuesday and Thursday.  Since there are about six teachers we were all starving to offer our assistance.  I was happy to see that one student came back on Thursday, which showed me that he valued our help and was learning from the lessons.


I thought that Tuesday’s lesson on exponents was well thought out.  It broke down the definition of exponents and guided the students through simple to more complicated problems.  I liked how the students were given questions that showed them what cannot be done.  I think that this provided them with good practice for answering different types of questions on the Math A Exam.   


Thursday’s lesson on polynomials I thought was great because it included activities that would build to the main objective of the lesson, which was simplifying polynomials.  What didn’t occur to me until I was working with my student was that using words like coefficient, variable, and exponent were all very foreign to her.  Even though I had told the student what they meant and showed her an example, when it was time to match like terms she was repeatedly matching the wrong terms.  I think that if we broke it down even more by creating a color key study guide for the students by enlarging a term and having the coefficient colored blue, the variable green and the exponent red might help.  Although I’m not sure whether or not this is a common problem for our students, so who knows if the colored study guide is necessary.  Over all, this week went well I just hope there are more students next week.

