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I would have to say that both Tuesday’s and Thursday’s Math A review session went pretty well.  Although I was disappointed in the turnout, I still feel that the lessons were well planned and carried out. 

I think I might have wanted to clarify a certain point from the exponent lesson.  I would have liked to reiterate the fact that the three rules of exponents ONLY apply to like bases.  Sure, the rules were very handy and the students seemed to pick them up fast, but I hope they do not get confused and try to use the same methods for unlike bases raised to a power.  I think I mentioned it a couple of times, but I should have made it a point to ask the students when you can or can not use the rules (as closure).  


During both Tuesday’s and Thursday’s lesson, I noticed that some students were already familiar with the concepts and just needed extra practice with some problems.  Both of the anticipatory sets were designed to activate the student’s prior knowledge, but some of them had a harder time remembering what they had learned.  Today, for example, one of our students could not distinguish between a polynomial and a non-polynomial.  Once Jacob explained it to him and he saw some example problems, he made the connections.  He actually breezed by the matching section and did a great job with the practice problems.  

I tried to stay away from straight lecturing, but often found myself doing more talking rather than sitting back and watching the students work on their own.  Sometimes it is best to explain something and then have them continue with the problem on their own.  If they need the assistance, then jump in.  Although it is hard, it is better to not give an answer right away; rather let the student work at it.  


Maybe the lesson would be more engaging if we did problems on the board with the students or even problems that involve the graphing calculator.   If we were guaranteed more kids, who showed up on time, it would be fun to conduct a group project or activity that they all could work on.  A review game as a closure or assessment would even be interesting.  Since my lesson was not used, I might recycle it and do something more creative with the exercises. 

I think the students might have been a little overwhelmed or intimidated with our approach.  I know that I would be scared to death if I had 8 college students trying to help me all at once.  It would be ideal to have one student per two college students or better yet, one on one.  


Today, I actually asked one of the students what problems he had trouble with on the exam.  He mentioned that he had a difficult time with Part II and Part III word problems.  Should we focus more on what they have trouble with?  Is it more important to go through old exam questions and should we bring an old exam to have them look through?  

In addition to our lessons this morning, I also observed Mr. Koestler’s AP Stats class and Mrs. Reitz’s 10th grade class.  On Tuesday, Mr. Koestler had a sub, but he had a worksheet planned for his students.  The worksheet involved constructing stem and leaf plots for sets of data.  They were to also answer questions that followed.  The students were able to work with each other and the worksheet needed to be turned in by the end of the class.  Mrs. Reitz’s class was finishing up a group project that they had been working on.  The class was very slim; there were about 6 students.  The project dealt with making profits off selling certain products (at different prices and quantities); given the cost it takes to produce the items (the students were able to choose their own). After they had calculated their profits, they plotted the data on large pieces of graph paper.  The groups are to present their calculations to the class next week.  
