Jacqueline Hoover

MED 300 Field Experience

Journal #1

Tuesday, February 13, 2007: 


Today I taught one student with the help of another teacher. I introduced myself to the student and then began the lesson. The other teacher started the anticipatory set and the first part of the developmental activity. Then I was able to sit and start the second part of the lesson. When I began, I read the definition to the student instead of having the student read it to me. That is where I think things started going wrong. As I was reading it to the student, she kept trying to stop me and get me to move on to the next one. She kept saying, “ok, I got it”. That flustered me a bit and I started to speed it up. I was wrong by reading it to her and I was also wrong by letting her control the lesson. Grant it that the students have been through all of this before, at some point, but I am giving the lesson to help re-teach the concepts so that they may pass the next exam. When I got to the practice problems, I could see that the student was very capable of performing the task given. I was very impressed that the student did all of the math in her head and didn’t grab a calculator. When it came to the last few questions where the student could expand the problem to simplify it, the other teacher and I had to give leading questions to help. The task was to expand forty-nine squared so that it could be simplified to seven to the fourth. To get the student to see this, I asked the question, “Now we see that there is a forty-nine squared and a seven squared, is there a way to simplify the forty-nine to get another seven to the something-th power?” The student realized, after thinking, that the forty-nine could be expanded to seven times seven or seven squared. The other teacher lead the student to see how to substitute in the seven squared, and the student finished the problem from there. I really enjoyed the way that the lesson was set up. Even though I had difficulties, I realized what I did wrong and calmly finished the lesson.
Thursday, February 15, 2007:

Today there weren’t very many students due to the prior snow day. I was able to teach a small part of the lesson today along with two other teachers. The student didn’t get very far into the lesson before the bell rang. I was only able to do the first two problems of part C in the Polynomials lesson. In those first two problems the student realized they had to distribute the addition sign through and knew how to simplify the polynomials. I had hoped that I could have been able to do the third problem with the student because in that problem the student would have needed to distribute the negative correctly. I enjoyed this lesson also. But I wish there had been more time.
