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On Tuesday we taught a lesson about exponents.  When we started there was one student and when we finished we had only three.  There were about seven MED 300 students there so the students that did come received a lot of attention.  Because of this we definitely had to modify the lesson.  To not overwhelm the students we split up sections of the lesson and let one MED 300 student at a time work with each student.  This resulted in what amounted to a tutoring session.  
Overall, I think the lesson went pretty well.  There was not much lecturing and we were very engaged with the students.  Considering the situation, I don’t think we could have altered the lesson to make it any more engaging.  The lesson was a review so I think we definitely connected the material to the student’s prior knowledge about exponents.  As far as what I learned about teaching I think the next time I will try not to lead the students so much.  I was working one on one with the students and sometimes I think I was giving the students too much when I should have let them think more and figure things out themselves.  
One thing I might have wanted to make clearer was the fact that the rules we were teaching only worked with like bases.  I think the lesson definitely emphasized this but I hope we, when teaching the lesson, made this perfectly clear.  Also, I wanted to make clear that the rules would work with variables as well as integers.  The only other thing I would have wanted to make clearer is what to do when we had like variables but one or both of the expressions had a coefficient.  While there were some example problems that included this, I don’t think we explicitly covered it in the lesson.  

For Thursday our lesson was about polynomials and once again the lesson had to be modified to teach one student at a time (there was one student when we began and two more showed up later).  Because of this the lesson became more of a tutoring session than an actual lecture.  As far as how successful the lesson was, I would say that it went pretty well and the students I spoke with seemed to understand the material.  I think the lesson was engaging and I cannot think of a way to have made it more engaging.  The anticipatory set seemed to connect the material to the student’s prior knowledge and the only thing I would have liked to make a little clearer was the section on like terms.  The student I was working with struggled a little with these questions so I think I should have done a little better job of explaining like terms. 
As far as what I learned about teaching, I think I learned to give the students a little more room to work and let them reach their own conclusions without helping them too much.  Like on Tuesday, I think I was a little too involved with the student and should have given him more time to think about the problems.  I think I might have been a little anxious about the student understanding what I was teaching and because of this I volunteered more information than I should have.  I think this is something I definitely need to work on and I think with more experience I will find the proper balance between helping the students and letting them determine things for themselves.  
