Doug DeCook

Week 2

Mon 12, 2007

Wed 14, 2007 (closed)


This week I didn’t have any students to tutor but we did get to meet Mr. Kessler and he introduced us to what type of students that we will be tutoring.  He told us the history of this program, which started out with like 40 to 50 students coming in every morning to get help with the Math a exam or to get regents credit.  Students are on a completely volunteer basis but most of the students have realized that to graduate they must pass the Math A exam.  So I think that this is good that the students volunteer their time and also they have motivation to get help on the exam so they can indeed get a high school diploma.


He also made an interesting comment about the students learning abilities.  He told us that most of his students are learning disabled and have difficult time learning.  This will require us to modify our lesson plans to math the level of our students.  We need to be able to find a way that will help the students to understand and retain the material.  This might be where we can introduce the Van Heile model into our teaching approach.  This is because the students obviously have missed some key concepts and are unable to reach the next level.  So I think we can make introductory problems at level 0 and 1 and progress into level 2 and 3 where the students can begin to deduce things and start to come up with their own ideas.


Mr. Kessler also came up with another interesting idea.  He told us to look at past Math A exams and look at the questions that most of the students have answered incorrect and think about how you would teach this concept to the students.  I think this would give us a guide on deciding what materials the students need some extra help on.

