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For each of the two mornings, we had about three students show up for our help.  

Since these are students we have never worked with and since there were more teachers than students in the room, it was an interesting scenario.  I noticed how female students were being taught by female teachers and male students were being taught by male teachers.  I believe that this helped the students feel more comfortable.  Once a student gets to know his/her teacher, the issue of gender is irrelevant.  I was surprised by how seriously the students took our being there to help them.  Since the students that show up need to pass the Math A exam to graduate, they are there for a reason.

The lesson for Tuesday involved multiplying and dividing exponents.  I thought that it was a fairly simple lesson.  The students grasped the concept quite well.  It was a good lesson because it didn’t just tell the students to add the exponents when multiplying.  It showed why you do this by expanding the problem.  It is important for students to understand why things work in math rather than memorizing rules and formulas.


The lesson for Thursday involved simplifying polynomials.  Again, I thought this was a well thought out lesson.  One of the teachers at Lafayette High School who was in the room mentioned that a particular student we were helping learns better through visual cues.  For future lesson plans, it may be useful to incorporate comprehension strategies that help students understand math terminology.  One way we could do this with simplifying polynomials is to use tiles that can be shown on a document reader.  Coefficients could be green and variables could be blue.  Tiles could be moved around and then the students can place them in the correct order and simply it.

After seeing how this week went, our group will be able to fine tune our lesson.  I would like to incorporate more visuals in our lesson to help the students who learn better by seeing how things work.  It will give them something to remember when they see a question like it on the Math A exam.  

