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- Being my first time at Lafayette, I didn’t really know what to expect.  Most of my previous tutoring and instruction was either at the college level, the middle school level, or upper high school, mainly seniors, so this was a new experience for me.  However, it went primarily well since there appeared to be no difference regardless of level.  


From today’s lesson I learned primarily that it is hard to not just fly through the material and that time needs to be taken on all aspects of it.  What may seem so natural to me is not the same for these students.  It also seemed to pass rather quickly and it almost seems like more time is needed to fully go over these topics so I feel that the students really understand it.  Today, though the students that I worked with seemed to already have an understanding of the exponents and picked up on the rules rather quickly.  One student that I worked with understood the rules once they were introduced and was able to apply them to the various problems on the worksheet.  He was very interactive and did not hesitate to ask questions when he was stuck.  


I would say that overall, the lesson started off with a little lecture but then quickly turned towards interaction.  These to me are the key components to any lesson. 


There was only one modification that I had to make and it was a good one.  I had to show the process of breaking down a number into a similar base so that the rules of exponents could be applied.  For example 16 is really 24.  The student I showed this to, Larry, was able to pick it up and actually explained parts of the next problem where this occurred.  I felt that he really understood the material presented and was able to apply it successfully.

- Today went particularly well, at least when the students eventually came.  It still is kind of weird to me how students would not want to come to a review session for an exam that they didn’t do well on.  However, now that I think about what I said, how would I feel going to an extra class in general.  


The experience on Tuesday helped prepare me more for one on one instruction today.  The lesson on polynomials went pretty well and the students that I saw and worked with seemed to again have a general understanding of the material.  Once some initial concepts were introduced they seemed to fly through the material.  At times I find it hard to believe that these kids didn’t do well because some of the material they know well.  


Time was an issue again today because when the students come late it’s hard to get them through the whole lesson for the day without speeding through some things that may be unclear afterwards.  It does help though that the students aren’t becoming confused when this occurs.


For next week, since it is our groups turn in the lesson planning we may not be able to get through everything that we want to and I expect this to happen in some cases.  I am not worried though that students won’t be able to grasp what they haven’t gone over with us since they seem ready and willing to go over the material on their own and we will have to emphasize that if they have questions from past lessons that they should bring them up and ask questions since this is their review time.  The lessons are just filler for general review.

