NEW YORK STATE
TEACHER CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
  

NEW REGULATIONS AS OF FEBRUARY 2, 2004 

INITIAL CERTIFICATE: 

Qualified candidates applying for teacher certification as of February 2, 2004 receive the Initial Certificate. The Initial Certificate is the first level certificate issued to new teachers in New York. It is valid for three years, during which time teachers are expected to meet the requirements for a Professional Certificate. 

                        Required for Initial Certification: 

· Completion of BS or registered certification program 

· LAST, ATS-W & CST* exams 

· Child Abuse, SAVE, Alcohol, & Fire Safety Seminars 

· Fingerprint Clearance 

* Except for Speech and Hearing Disabilities 

The Initial Certificate is valid for three years.  However, you may be granted a one-year extension of the Initial Certificate for the purpose of completing a master's (or higher) degree program needed to fulfill the education requirement for a Professional Certificate, provided that you have completed 24 semester hours of study by the end of the 3-year period. The additional year is not automatic; you must apply for the extension and provide documentation of graduate study completed. Also, the Initial Certificate cannot be extended more than once.
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE: 

Beginning in February 2004, this is the second level certificate issued to teachers. It is valid for five years and renewable with 175 clock hours of professional development.        

                   Required to Earn a Professional Certificate: 

· Three years teaching experience (may be outside of NY; may be in a public or private school 

· A master's degree (must be related to teaching) 

Required to Renew a Professional Certificate:
· 175 hours of professional development over each five year period 

  

  

NOTE:  This is a brief summary of requirements established by the New York State Education Department.  For complete information on these requirements, visit the NYSED website: 

http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/index.html
  

 
